
Blackboard has a breakdown
Glamorgan students 

have been left with-
out crucial IT sup-
port this week after 

a technical problem.
The issues have arisen 

from a serious leak brought 
on by bad weather conditions 
on the Treforest Campus 
where the equipment was 
stored. 

The system showed signs 
of recovery after students 
were reinstated with their 

email accounts shortly after 
4pm yesterday. The fix of 
email accounts show that 
the students have been put 
first in this situation but it 
does not mean that they can 
contact their tutors unless 
private email addresses have 
been given out. 

Students have vented their 
frustration at the lack of ser-
vices on the Glamlife Face-
book page where alternative 
solutions are being given by 

University staff and exten-
sions on deadlines.

Lisa-Jayne Pearce writes, 
“Is there any way lecturers 
can access their emails?”
Adam Morgan writes:”Have 
the business school deadlines 
been extended as I have not 
been able to do the work 
because of the ‘fault’.”

An Atrium spokesper-
son has said the “basic 
version of the student 

portal, Glamlife, has been 
created with limited function-
ality to post news and pro-
vide students with access to 
their email and some other 
core services. Full services 
will be reinstated in line 
with the prioritisation agreed 
by the University’s contin-
gency management team.”

This is not the first techni-
cal failure that Atrium stu-
dents have had to face this 
year. Two lifts have broken 

down, 
one trapping 
some students inside and an 
electrician was left with seri-
ous burns that needed hos-
pital treatment after working 
on the building in September.

Cardiff Police are remind-
ing students to stay safe this 
Christmas and giving out 
tips on how to protect your 
belongings. 

Student police liaison 
officer, Pc Tim Davies, is 
reminding students to drink 
responsibly and to ensure 
they get home safely. Pc 
Davies said: “Cardiff remains 
one of the safest cities in the 
UK and by following basic 
sensible advice then there 
is no reason for Christmas 
to be remembered for the 
wrong reasons. 

“We know students will 
be out partying but we are 
urging them to drink and act 
responsibly. “Basic advice is 
not to drink too much, make 
sure you have something to 
eat, and plan in advance how 
you are getting home. 

“Drink spiking is extremely 
rare but it is easy to let your 
guard down while out party-
ing so make sure you keep a 
close eye on your drinks and 
on your possessions to avoid 
them being stolen. “If any of 
your friends become intoxi-
cated be a good friend and 
ensure they get home safely.

“Our message is to have 
fun but ‘think and be safe’. 
We want everyone to have 
a very happy and crime-free 
Christmas.”

Police advise students 
if you have to walk home 
then to do so in pairs, stick 
to well-lit routes and don’t 
display any valuables such as 
mobile phones. 

votes), London Film Academy 
6.84% (8 votes), House of 
Commons 4.27% (5 votes), 
London School of Journal-
ism 3.42% (4 votes), News-
papers – The Times, Daily 
Mail, Sun, Telegraph, London 

Evening Standard 5.98% (7 
votes), Pinewood Studios 
3.42% (4 votes)

If you would like to get 
involved and vote or you can 
find Sophie on her blog or on 
facebook.

A third year Atrium stu-
dent is arranging a Media 
based trip to London.

Sophie Kish is study-
ing Performance and 
Media and hopes to 
have 50 people at-

tending the upcoming trip. 
This trip will be ideal for any 
student who is interested in 
Journalism, Drama, Radio, TV 
and Advertising, Magazine, 
Newspapers or any aspect of 
the media industry.

As a part of her Creative 
Industries Professional Prac-
tice Module she is required 
this year to do an ‘out of the 
ordinary’ type of project.

“My special project is to 
arrange a 
2 day trip 
to Lon-
don, and 
to cater 
for eve-
ryone’s 
need’s in 
what they 
want to 
do.”

So-
phie has 
arranged a tally of the most 
popular and favourite ideas. 
These can be found on her 
blog. (www.sophielouisekish.
co.uk) Some of the locations 
that are being planned on 
visiting are,

BBC 14.53% (17 votes), 
ITV 7.69% (9 votes), Lon-
don Media Group 5.13% 
(6 votes), National History 
Museum (David Attenborugh 
– Life on Camera) 3.42% 
(4 votes), Radio 1 8.55% 
(10 votes), British Film 
Institute – Imax 6.84% (8 

“The University position is that any assignment due to be submitted between 29th Novem-ber and 10th December is extended to 13th December. This su-percedes any previous position announced on Facebook and applies to all Faculties.”

Worried about your deadline?

Be cautious 
this 

Christmas

“My special 
project is to ar-
range a 2 day 
trip to London, 
and to cater 

for everyone’s 
need’s in what 
they want to 

do.”

Image: www.tellyspotting.org

Atrium Student arranges London media trip
By Therese Wynn-Davies



I made a 
giant fish 
today. 
What did 
you do?

Would your 
dream job 
involve 
making a 
giant octo-
pus cos-

tume? Well, for Hollie Withers 
this is her reality. 

After graduating from the 
Atrium in 2002 with a degree 
in Set Design, Art Designer 
Hollie has gone onto be one 
of the faces behind the TV 
screen, constructing some of 
the stuff you see on screen.

You can see her work on 
‘Grandpa in my Pocket’ and 
on Cebeebies or the popular 
Welsh soap, Pobol Y Cwm 
with BBC Wales. She was 
the moving force behind the 
Scaley family having a t-shirt 
printing business within the 
storyline of 
the soap.  

This job 
in particu-
lar was a 
bit difficult 
for her to 
check any spelling mistakes 
on set that had been made 
as she doesn’t speak Welsh! 
It’s on this set that she is 
responsible for making sure 
that everything looks right on 
the monitor and pointing out 

things that the director may 
have missed. 

“Some of the actors on the 
soap try to pull pranks. Their 
favourite is to put a potato 
on the set and see if any of 
us notice before we start to 
film. If not, the potato stays 
in shot and you will probably 
see it on TV.”

But set design and art 
work isn’t always as glam-
orous as it sounds. Finding 
work can be difficult and time 
consuming especially as she 
is in the process of putting 
out more CV’s.

“Work in the summer 
period is the best. There is 
more light, and the weather 
is better to get more work 
done. You have to be pretty 
bad at your job not to get 
work in the summer!’”

Hollie lives with her boy-
friend near the centre of 
Cardiff. Their coffee table 
is scattered with types of 
cameras that I have never 
seen before. She gets up to 
explain that this is a hobby 
of theirs. They have collected 

some very rare 
cameras that they 
are hoping to rent 
out to earn a small 
income.

She shows me a 
fascinating spin-
ning one, where 

she pulls a cord and it takes 
a photograph around the 
whole room, and another tiny 
Russian camera.

Art directing and photog-
raphy are clearly things that 
Hollie is passionate about, 

but doing the thing you love 
can have its downsides. She 
advises me to never trust 
people until a deal has been 
signed on paper. This was 
after a job that got cancelled 
three weeks before she was 
due to fly to the location.

‘It would be ideal to have 
something steadier,.” She 
tells me. They often have to 
save after one job because 
they cannot be certain when 
they will get the next one.
But it’s not all doom and 
gloom. Hollie has met some 
amazing people with her ex-
periences within her job that 
stemmed from her degree at 
the Atrium.

Just last year, she jetted 
off to Nevada to take part in 
the Burning Man Festival. A 
location and event that she 
describes as ‘prop central’ as 
she watched a woman cycle 
past her on an organ made 
into a bike.

Now she is helping a 
local Cardiff band with 
their music video and 

has high hopes for a job in 
January working on the set 
of a horror film in Spain.

“Everything will be covered 
in blood- how exciting!” Her 
only concern is that of the 
language barrier but she is 
very enthusiastic.

When I ask Holly what her 
favourite job has been so far 
she takes a moment to think 
through her experiences.
“Working on ‘Grandpa in my 
Pocket’ on Cebeebies and 
making the giant octopus.” 
She grins.

She shows me with her 
arms how big it was and that 
they had made it in their 
front room. From there they 
had to transport it to the stu-
dio, so had to try and wedge 
it into her tiny car.

Hollie is eager and whole-
hearted within her jobs as an 
Art Director and this comes 
across as she talks about 
what she loves to do.

by Thérèse Wynn-Davies

Hollie: painting a giant fish head for the Cebeebies series of ‘Grandpa in my Pocket.’

“Some of the actors 
on the soap try to pull 
pranks, their favour-
ite is to put a potato 

on the set”

After leaving the Atrium 
two years ago, Holly 
Withers invites me to her 
home to talk about her life 
since university



When she started 
at the Atrium within 
the University of 
Glamorgan it was 
brand new, this was 
unfortunate as a lot 
of their equipment 
was still located on 
the Treforest campus. 
However her degree 
did kick start her into 
a career that she 
loves; tentacles and 
all.

You can check out 
more of Hollie and 
her work at
 www.holliewithers.
com

Hollie: painting a giant fish head for the Cebeebies series of ‘Grandpa in my Pocket.’

The fight 
against 
the cuts 

Fighting against cuts 
in Higher Education

History is about to be made, 
get on it Glam!

At the Students’ Union we 
all believe that education is 
a right and not a privilege, 
and people from the poorest 
places should be given the 
opportunity to have the same 
quality education as every-
one else. However, there is 
a growing and serious issue 
about to emerge that could 
put many people in Wales at 
a major disadvantage. Edu-
cation cuts in Welsh Universi-
ties could mean that courses 
are cut, departments are at 
risk and funding to student 
support is very likely. Already 
we have seen 60% cut in 
financial contingency funds 
to students across all Welsh 
Universities, redundancies 
and cuts have already started 
to take place.

It is not every day that a 
demonstration of this size 
occurs, with all Universi-
ties in England, Wales and 
Scotland sending students to 
show how much they care for 
their education. Some people 
might not see the impact 
that it will have on them, 
would you want to wait to 
see you friends drop out of 

Uni because they can’t af-
ford it, or your brother or 
sister not being able to fund 
their time in Uni. Are we to 
go down the slippery slope 
that could eventually mean 
that our children also have 
a difficult time trying to get 
what should be easily ac-
cessed...higher education.

A trip to London is great 
and you can have a real 
laugh with the people on 
the bus, meet up with stu-
dents from across the UK 
and most importantly be a 
part of history.

 
9th December:
Right Glamorgan, This is 

it, the final stand!
We aim to show the 

Government that our future 
is not for sale and that we 
are pasionate about further 
education. We will return to 
London one more time to 
protet against the proposed 
cuts to university funding!

This protest will be on 
the day that voting in Parli-
ment takes place! So if we 
are loud enough they will 
hear us!

Tickets will be available 
from Monday but do hurry 
as there will only be 49 
places on the coach!



News in Brief

Event Date February 8, 2011 
5:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Location – ATRiuM, Cardiff
Inaugural Lecture given by 
Professor Peter Robinson
Creative Industries – An Eco-
nomic Miracle or Myth
To book your place at this 
lecture please contact Jane 
Garrett on 01443 483345

Creative Industries; 
An economic 

miracle or myth?

Hug a 
uni student 

According to Facebook, it is 
‘National Hug a Stressed Uni-
versity Student day 2010’ on 
Monday 13th December! The 
tag line is: We have way too 
much stress, we need hugs.

I heart 
my Glam
Do you Heart Glam? Tell us 
why and you could win £250! 
We want you to produce a 60 
second clip on why you heart 
the University of Glamorgan. 
Your videos can cover any 
aspect of your life at Glamor-
gan that you love! There are 
some guidelines to read, but 
basically it’s up to you what 
you film.

Once you have submitted 
your film to Facebook, it will 
be judged by our 2011/2012 
applicants and voted for by 
who is “liked” the most!
The 3 prizes up for grabs are 
£250 for 1st place, £100 for 
2nd place and £50 for 3rd 
place.

Questions and Answers 
with Anna Denison, a 2nd 
year Journalism student 
who was at the march.

What did you think of the 
student protest?
The march itself, when I was 
on it (which was from the 
beginning until when we got 
to Westminster), was fan-
tastic. The atmosphere was 
really good; there were so 
many students cheering and 
singing, everyone was talk-
ing to each other, and you 
really felt part of something. 
I said to my friend who was 
with me at the time that I 
actually felt like I had the 
right to vote now, because I 
was standing up for what I 
believed in, and holding the 
government to rights, which 
is how it should be. I did get 
annoyed with the pressure 
groups who came along and 
kind of hijacked it, there 
were people from rights for 
women there, and I kind of 
thought “hold on a second, 

it’s not just women who are 
getting cuts, it’s men too, 
it shouldn’t matter”, so the 
people who were there for 
their own political agenda 
bothered me slightly, but 
overall it was a really fan-
tastic day, and I’m so glad I 
went.

What did you think about the 
violence?
I thought the violence was 
despicable. From what I 
understand, it was about 
50 people who weren’t part 
of the original protest, and 
because there was a crush 
of students, some of the stu-
dents were pushed forward, 
forced into the building and 
so on. They damaged the 
cause, and they gave the 
government a reason to say 
“No, we won’t listen”. Now, 
of course, they’re carrying 
on. Students have taken up 
the violence and are using it 
in their own protests. I think 
it’s stupid. All they’re doing 
is undoing all the work we 

ANNA at the ATRiuM

might have done, and all the 
work we could have done.

What do you think of the 
Welsh government helping 
out their students?
I understand why the Welsh 
government are helping out 
their students, and I think 
that’s admirable of them, 
because that’s going to have 
to come out of their already 
stretched budget. Because 
I’m English, it does slightly 
get on my nerves a little, but 
only because I don’t get any 
such help from my own gov-
ernment. I also think it’s nice 
that the Welsh students are 
continuing to protest. I think 
that’s necessary because a 

lot of spaces at universities in 
Wales are taken up by people 
who aren’t from here.  Welsh 
universities could then close 
down if those people couldn’t 
afford to go to uni, so I think 
they have to protest in a 
way. It’s very admirable of 
the Welsh assembly coming 
to the aid of their future like 
my government refuses to 
do. I just wish that the Eng-
lish government could back 
us English as well. We’re 
not better off; especially not 
those of us who get quite a 
small wage for where we live.

What’s on @ the ATRiuM SU?

Band Night
Wednesday 8th December
Union Bar, Atrium
from 7.30pm
Free Entry

Following on from the 
last band night we’ve 
got four rawkus bands 
ready to blow you 
away!

Featuring, Athena, 
Here Lies The Enemy, 
Black Polaris and This 
Concept. Check them out 
before on MySpace.com

Keep up with events and 
updates at www.glamsu.com/events

Live Sport Sunday
@ Atrium
From 11am
Every Sunday

Come and watch Sport on 
the plasmas!
Why not grab a full break-
fast, a drink and sit and 
relax watching the live 
sport of the day.

Quiz Night  
@ Atrium 
It’s happening every Sun-
day this term
From 8.00pm

Only £1 per player to play 
the Union Bar Quiz is a lot 

of fun.

Prizes to be won! No 
texting!

Poker Night
@Atrium
Every Tuesday
From 7.30

Come down to the Union 
bar to play in our new 
poker night.
Just £3 entry will get you 
playing.

Full rules and sign up at 
the bar. Good Luck!


